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SPECIFICATIONS AND PROCEDURE FOR 
DEFENSE FOOD PURCHASES DISCUSSED 


Industry Committee Holds Second Conference 
With Government Buying Agencies 


The canning industry committee appointed at the request 
of D. C. MacKeachie, Assistant Coordinator of Defense Pur- 
chases in the Advisory Commission to the National Defense 
Council, held a second meeting at Washington this week to 
discuss ways in which to facilitate and expedite government 
purchases of canned foods required by the Defense program. 


As reported in last week's INronmation Letter, the gov- 
ernment purchasing agencies desire to encourage direct 
bidding by canners, and are interested therefore in ascertain- 
ing what deters canners from making direct bids and how 
existing obstacles can be overcome. At the first meeting of 
the committee and its later conference with Mr. MacKeachie 
and other government officials, there was an informal dis- 
cussion of various deterrents to direct bidding, and at the 
conclusion of the conference President Krimendahl appointed 
subcommittees to consider the subjects of specifications and 
contracts, 


It was agreed at the committee's first meeting that the 
specifications to be used should be those of the Federal 
Specifications Board, modified so far as it may be feasible to 
bring them into conformance with commercial practice. The 
subcommittees for the various products reported at this 
week's meeting upon the changes that appeared to be neces- 
sary or desirable, and these changes were thereafter dis- 
cussed with Mr. MacKeachie. It was the policy of the sub- 
committees to suggest as few changes as possible, in view 
of the fact that the Federal Board specifications have been 
the basis for most canned food purchases by the Army and 
Navy. As rapidl; as the amended specifications for the 
various products are drafted, they will be submitted to Mr. 
MacKeachie’s office for consideration by the government 
purchasing offices. 


The subcommittee dealt with the products listed in last 
week's INrormation Letter. Other products will be taken 
up later, and in this connection it was pointed out at the 
meeting that the Navy Department has completed the bulk of 
its purchases for the year and that the Army now has most 
of its invitations out for the current quarter. Accordingly, 
there will be a period of two months or longer during which 
the subject of specifications can be handled before additional 
invitations are issued, 


The subcommittee on contracts had to deal with a number 
of subjects, including simplification of the arrangement of 
the invitations to bid, furnishing of specifications, method 
o! getting invitations to canners, provisions for inspection 
of goods at point of origin, warehousing of goods in case of 
deferred deliveries, f.o.b. quotations and freight rates, terms 


of payment, and application of the Walsh-Healey and wage 
and hour laws to the industry. 

Simplification of the bidding forms and furnishing the 
actual specifications rather than citation of the specifica- 
tion by number, it was suggested, would be an encourage- 
ment to direct bidding. The subcommittee approved in- 
spection of goods at point of origin, and suggested that the 
period for delivery on contracts date from time of inspection 
rather than from time of award. It also suggested that the 
contracts contain provisions regarding warehousing in case 
of deferred deliveries. In the matter of f.o.b. bids, Mr. 
MacKeachie expressed the opinion that it would be imprac- 
ticable for the government to purchase on this basis. He 
stated that regional warehouses were being planned, and that 
this would make it easier for canner bidders to make quo- 
tations on a delivered basis. 

The government purchasing offices desire to know what 
canners are interested in bidding on government contracts, 
and to obtain this information the National Canners Asso- 
ciation has been asked to circulate at an early date an appro- 
priate questionnaire to the industry. This is in course of 
preparation. 

With respect to the Walsh-Healey and wage-hour laws, the 
subcommittee outlined the problems arising from them and 

(Continued on next page) 


CONGRESS STILL IN SESSION 


Senate Begins Consideration of Logan-Walter Bill 
As Adjournment Move Fails 


Congress ended its pre-election period of inactivity on 
Tuesday when the House voted down a resolution to adjourn 
sine die by a vote of 148 to 191. Before this vote was recorded 
the House had adopted a conference report on a bill that will 
blanket into the Federal civil service approximately 150,000 
government employees. The bill now goes to the President 
for his approval. 

In the meantime, the Senate finally began consideration 
of the Logan-Walter bill, which is the proposal to establish 
uniform procedures for the issuance of rules, regulations, 
and orders in the executive and administrative branches of 
the government and for a uniform method of court review 
of such rules, regulations, and orders. The bill had passed 
the House more than a year ago, but its consideration by 
the Senate had been delayed by administration leaders. 

At this time the House has no program for the remainder 
of the session and it seems likely that the various House 
committees will remain inactive. 

Senator Andrews of Florida introduced a bill (S, 4423) 
that would add canned fruit juices and canned tomato juice 
to the Navy ration. A similar bill was introduced in the 
House last July by Representative Peterson of Florida and 
it is pending before the House Committee on Naval Affairs. 
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suggested the possibility of reconciling the application of 
these laws so as to minimize the difficulties encountered by 
canners in handling government business. At the suggestion 
of Mr. MacKeachie the subcommittee accompanied him to 
a conference with Mr. L. Metcalfe Walling, Administrator, 
Division of Public Contracts, so that Mr. Walling might 
have the benefit of their information in discussing this feature 
of the purchasing problem. 

Final action upon the various subjects coming before the 
committee will require a considerable amount of additional 
work, and provision has been made for continuous contact 
between the industry and the government officials. Mean- 
time work upon the details is being carried on by representa- 
tives of the canners and the government designated to con- 
sider the respective subjects. 


England Contracts to Buy Canadian Food Products 


The Ministry of Food in England has announced con- 
clusion of arrangements with Canada for the second year 
of the war for the purchase directly by the Ministry or by 
import license of a number of food products, according to 

a cable from the American Embassy in London, received in 
he Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domes- 
tic Commerce. 

Included in the group of products were bacon, cheese, con- 
densed milk, honey, canned tomatoes, canned and dried 
apples, canned salmon and other canned fish, and frozen fish. 
Canada, according to the Ministry, is expected to provide an 
increasingly important share of some of the United King- 
dom's requirements of essential foodstuffs, and will become 
the chief source of supply for bacon. 

Canada hopes to increase cheese exports to the United 
Kingdom next year by 25 per cent to supply one-quarter of 
total British requirements. Wheat requirements were dis- 
cussed with the Canadian Minister of Agriculture who is 
reporting to his government, according to the Ministry of 
Food. 

The Ministry of Food has announced a decline in milk 
output below prewar production owing to drought and lim- 
ited feedstuffs supplies. The decline is not yet excessive 
as compared with 1938-39 but will probably continue during 
the winter. Consumption, however, has increased very con- 
siderably owing to the liquid milk requirements for the 
national milk scheme and to the shortage of condensed milk 
as a result of the loss of continental supplies, and increased 
needs of armies overseas. 

Temporary and local shortages of milk are therefore likely 
in the coming winter. The Ministry is taking steps to insure 
equitable distribution and has requested individuals to whom 
milk is not essential to restrict consumption wherever 
possible, 


Government to Study Consumers’ Views on Labeling 


A survey on consumers’ opinions on the grade labeling of 
canned food products, to be conducted by Dr. Alice B. 
Edwards, formerly executive secretary of the American 
Home Economics Association, and an advocate of grade 
labeling, will be made by the Agricultural Marketing Serv- 


ice. The study will be made in cooperation with several 
universities at selected retail food stores. 

Consumers who purchase government grade-labeled canned 
foods at these retail stores will be handed a questionnaire. 
and it is on the basis of this information that Dr. Edwards 
will determine if the consumers are satisfied with the quality 
of the government-graded products. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 
Carlot shipments of snap and lima beans, spinach, and 
miscellaneous fresh fruits competing with canned fruits 
showed the only increases during the week ending November 
16, 1940, as compared with the corresponding week of 1939. 
Shipments of citrus fruits were down nearly 700 carloads. 
The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 


carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables and 
fruits: 


Week ending - Season total to- 

VRGETANLES Nov, 16, Nov. 16, Nov. 9, Nov. 16, Nov. 16. 

1939 1940 1940 1939 1940 

Beans, snap and lima.......... 200 241 7,551 5,373 

327 266 263 «427,714 21,402 

117 74 7,240 6,113 

37 39 4 6,533 5,002 
Others: 

vg directly. 1,136 1,122 1,587 44,9000 42,836 

indirectly 128 124 92 953 717 

rRUITS 
Citrus, domestic. ............. 3,762 3,078 2,007 17,417 13,520 
Others, domestic.............. 910 «61,058 2,143 46,353 47,282 


Indexes of Wholesale and Retail Prices 


The all-commodity index of wholesale prices was .5 of a 
point higher on November 16, 1940, than for the preceding 
week, and it was .2 of a point higher than a year ago, ac- 
cording to figures just released by the Bureau of Labor Statis- 
ties. The all-foods index on November 16 of this year was 
9 of a point higher than it was the week before and .3 of 
a point higher than for the corresponding week in 1939, 


The retail index of all food prices dropped 1.0 points 
between September 17 and October 15 of this year, leaving 
it 1.4 points lower than it was a year ago. Both the fresh 
and canned fruits and vegetables groups shared in the de- 
cline, the fresh foods index dropping 2.5 points during the 
month, while the canned foods group dropped .4 of a point. 


In the following tables, derived from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reports, the indexes for wholesale prices are based 
on the average for the year 1926 taken as 100 per cent, while 
the retail price indexes are based on the average for the 
period 1935-39 taken as 100 per cent. 


Wholesale Prices 

Nov. 16, Nov. 9, Nov. 2, Oct. 26, Oct. 19, Nov. 18, 
1940 1940 1940 1940 1940 1939 
All commodities... . . . 79.3 78.8 78.5 78.6 78.4 79.1 
72.6 71.7 70.8 70.8 71.0 72.3 


Retail Prices 
Oct. 15, Sept. 17, Aug. 13, Oct. 17, 
1040 1940 1940 19390 


6.2 07.2 6.3 97.6 
Fresh fruits and vegetables............. 86.0 80.4 03.4 “4.6 
Canned fruits and vegetables........... 92.3 03.2 
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Final Alaska Salmon Pack Report 


1940 Pack 173,156 Standard Cases Less than Amount 
Canned During 1939 


The 1940 pack of Alaska salmon, the smallest in many 
years, was 173,156 standard (48 1-pound) cases smaller than 
the pack of 1939, and 3,266,223 cases smaller than the 
8,308,938 cases canned during the peak year of 1936, accord- 
ing to statistics reported by the Alaska Division of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service, U. S. Department of the Interior. The 
pack of 1940 was 5,042,715 cases, compared with 5,215,871 
cases in 1939, 

The following table shows the total pack in standard cases 
during recent years by species: 


Coho 


275,634 

102 , 660 

214,989 

131,382 

216,465 
852,928 190,177 
740,641 236,117 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on October 31, 1940, 
according to statistics compiled by the Association of Pacific 
Fisheries and reported in the INronmation Letter of Novem- 
ber 9, totalled 1,324,432 actual cases, as compared with 
2,376,931 actual cases on the corresponding date of 1939. 

The following table shows the final figures of the 1940 
salmon pack by districts and species: 


District Pink Chum 


Bristol Bay. ..... 
Alaska Peninsula: 


l’rince Wm, Sound 
Copper River 


South Prince of 
Wales Island... 


962,982 2,912,781 868,196 275,634 23,122 5,042,715 
Canadian Salmon Pack for 1940 Smallest in Six Years 


The Canadian salmon pack for 1940, up to October 12, 
totalled 1,225,156 cases, as compared with 1,372,086 cases 
on the corresponding date of 1939, according to statistics 
released by the chief supervisor of fisheries at Vancouver, 
lt. C. The pack so far this season is smaller than for any 
corresponding period during the past six years, the American 
consulate at Vancouver has reported. 


Article Tells of “Foods for Gifts” Ideas 


In the November issue of the Progressive Grocer appears 
an article telling of methods and ideas for promoting 
Christmas food gifts. The grocer’s publication reprinted 


advertisements, showed photographs of window and interior 
decorations, and told of the ways individual grocers had 
profited by this type of promotion. Prominent among the 
articles useful in these assortments are canned foods. 


Results of Wisconsin Canning Pea Trials Reported 


The results of two Wisconsin Experiment Station canning 
pea trials, for yield and quality, carried on during 1940 at 
New Holstein and at Chetek, Wisconsin, were reported to 
the Wisconsin Canners Association at its recent meeting. 
Two can companies and two canning plants provided tech- 
nicians and facilities for the experiments. 


Tenderometer readings were taken at the time of harvest 
at one plant, and texturemeter readings at the other, The 
rating of the canned products was made by a special com- 
mittee of eight canned pea specialists. 


A general summary of yield characteristics noticed on 
the various varieties at the two plants was reported as follows: 


New Holstein—*As in three previous years, Early Sweet 
varieties again outyielded Alaskas. Mid-season varieties, 
as a group, lead all other groups in yield. Varieties of Per- 
fection type were somewhat outyielded by the large-berried 
kinds. In comparing yields, reference should be made to 
tenderometric readings as an index of maturity. As in pre- 
vious years, Sweet types did very well as early plantings; 
about as well as Alaskas.” 

Chetek—"Early Sweet canning types gave somewhat larger 
yields than Alaskas; but the differences were less pro- 
nounced than at New Holstein. Varieties of mid-season 
maturity greatly outyielded early kinds. Varieties of Per- 
fection type and berry size staged a real ‘comeback.’ These, 
as a class, outyielded all others. This would indicate that 
the poor showing made in recent years by the Perfection type 
peas was, in general, due to excessive heat and crauant, par 
ticularly late in June and early in July. Yields obtained by 
the cultivated row method are such as to justify that prac- 
tice on our sandy loam types of soil.” 


Kraut Carryover and Tonnage of Cabbage Cut 


Carryover stocks of kraut from 1940 production amounts 
to 60,743 tons, as compared with 55,085 tons in 1939, and 
34,389 tons in 1938, according to figures compiled by the 
Association's Division of Statistics. 


The table below gives comparisons of stocks of kraut 
carryover on September 1 of the past three years, and ton- 
nage of cabbage cut, by regions. The reports of cabbage 
cut for 1940 are incomplete, and the figures for 1940 show 
the cabbage cut to about the first of November as a per- 
centage of the total amount cut in 1939. The reports of 
only those firms reporting for both years were included in 
making this percentage calculation. 

Carryover 

Stocks on Sept. 1 

1938 1939 1940 


Cabbage Cut 


1938 1939 1940 
Tons 


New York and Pa..... 
Ohio. 


Per cent 
Tons of 1939 Tons Tons 
82.0 14,015 
117.7 8,812 


175,314 130,530 98.2 34,389 55,085 60,743 
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Year Red Pink Chum 7 King Total 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
1940.... 062,982 2,012,781 23,122 5,042,715 
1030.... 1,042,469 2,515,008 30,836 5,215,871 
1938.... 2,400,750 3,225,436 42,787 6,763,368 
1937.... 2,086,608 3,581,200 69,400 6,597,056 
1936.... 2,393,026 4,544,972 1, 50,523 8,308,938 
1935.... 800.546 3,244,066 36,405 5,133,122 
1934.... 2,628,016 3,824,103 52,863 7,481,830 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
300,904 15,685 30.417 1,796 2,337 450,220 
South......... 85,967 356,816 207,350 17,901 1,027 670,051 
Chignik.......... 28,0386 4,004 2,322 34,441 
Kodiak.......... 05,328 444,086 50,653 17,576 334 
Cook Inlet ... 120,360 121,182 27,674 44,700 15,736 338,721 
6,806 523,100 53,734 8,193 242 
70,223 
Yakutat........, 14,981 4,965 27.730 "soo 48,267 
18,846 121,320 74,615 13,400 262 228,452 
13,319 176,542 100,444 16,400 58 
7.332 224,495 76,621 0,588 261 
21.306 §=165,783 73,544 32,040 26 202,600 
11,283 58,655 19,001 ...... 340,657 
Southern 36,652 503,005 08,002 35.818 63 «673,630 
Tons 
15.431 
Wisconsin............ 28,606 21,920 00.3 7,088 4,631 4,019 
Other Mid-West...... 8,217 7,878 126.3 1,047 3,197 2,203 
West................ 7,765 8,624 100.4 2,537 2,152 2,865 
2,872 3,920 140.0 ...... 300 760 
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NOVEMBER CITRUS REPORTS 


Crop Reporting Board Issues Production Estimates 
For Fall and Winter 


Indicated production of grapefruit for the 1940-41 mar- 
keting season is placed at 42,284,000 boxes, according to the 
mid-November report of the Crop Reporting Board of the 
Agricultural Marketing Service. This total compares with 
34,675,000 boxes in 1939-40, and 43,414,000 boxes during the 
1938-39 season. Prospects remain unchanged from a month 
ago in all States except Arizona, where the outlook is for a 
slightly smaller crop than was indicated on October 1. 

Prospective production of early and midseason oranges 
for the 1940-41 season (including tangerines) totals 44,144,- 
000 boxes. Production of these varieties in 1939-40 was 
38,552,000 boxes, and in 1938-39 was 42,268,000 boxes. The 
Florida Valencia crop, most of which is usually marketed 
during the months of March to July, is placed at 12,000,000 
boxes, compared with 10,000,000 boxes in 1939. Condition 
of California Valencias, the first forecast for which will be 
issued in December, is 4 points higher than on the same date 
a year ago. 

Condition of California lemons is 83 per cent, compared 
with 69 per cent on November 1, 1939, and the 10-year (1929- 
38) average of 74 per cent. 

Rainfall was relatively light over most of the Florida 
citrus area during October, and sizing of fruit appears to 
have been retarded to some extent in some groves due to 
shortage of soil moisture. There has been no serious drop- 
ping of fruit, to date, however, due to this dry weather. 

In Texas, rains were general in October throughout the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley, with above-normal rainfall re- 
ported in the extreme eastern and western ends of the Val- 
ley during the month. 

California citrus crops developed under favorable condi- 
tions during October. Harvest of Navel and miscellaneous 
oranges in central California and of grapefruit in the desert 
valleys is expected to be under way by mid-November. 

In Arizona, shipments of grapefruit are well ahead of 
movement to the same date last year. Sizing of fruit has 
been retarded due to a shortage of soil moisture, resulting 
from inadequate supplies of irrigation water during the past 
several months. Quality is reported to be good. 


1940 Pear Crop Estimated at 32,187,000 Bushels 


The 1940 pear crop is estimated at 32,187,000 bushels, 
which is 4 per cent larger than the 1939 crop of 31,047,000 
bushels, and 22 per cent larger than the 10-year average of 
26,333,000 bushels, according to the Crop Reporting Board. 
This indicated United States production is not significantly 
different from the October 1 estimate, although material 
changes have occurred in some States. In New York, pro- 
duction is now indicated to be about 7 per cent less than was 
indicated on October 1, and in California and Oregon, the 
crop is about 1 per cent smaller than was indicated on Octo- 
ber 1. These reductions are more than offset, however, by 
increases in other States. 

In the Pacific Coast States--Washington, Oregon, and Cali- 
fornia, where usually about two-thirds of the United States 

ar crop is produced—1940 production is estimated at 
20,545,000 bushels, which is about the same as the 1939 pro- 
duction of 20,550,000 bushels, but which is about 18 per cent 


larger than the 10-year average of 17,470,000 bushels. Pro- 
duction of Bartletts in these States is now placed at 13,913,000 
bushels, compared with 14,529,000 bushels in 1939. The 
Bartlett crop was larger than last year and above average in 
Washington and Oregon, but was smaller than last year and 
below average in California. The crop of pears other than 
Bartletts in the Pacific Coast States is now placed at 6,632,- 
000 bushels, compared with 6,021,000 bushels in 1939. Pro- 
duction of these varieties is larger than last year and above 
average in each of these States. 

In Washington, the set of fruit in Bartlett orchards was 
lighter than in 1939, but the average size was larger. A 
record crop of fall and winter pears (pears other than Bart- 
letts) was produced in that State, but the cullage of D’Anjous, 
the most important variety, was relatively heavy, due to scale 
and worm damage. Pears other than Bartletts in Oregon 
were of large sizes this season. In the Hood River district, 
however, cullage was relatively heavy. Because of the loss 
of European export markets, the quantity of fall and winter 

ars that will not be harvested is larger than usual in the 

acific Coast States. 


Raspberry and Blackberry Growing in Illinois 


Information on how to grow bramble fruits in Hlinois is 
contained in a recent publication issued by the Agricultural 
Experiment Station at Urbana, Circular 508. Profitable 
production of raspberries, blackberries and dewberries re- 
quire the selection of varieties suitable to the locality, a 
well-located site on good soil and with good moisture condi- 
tions, and rather exacting and specialized methods of manage- 
ment, including pruning and disease and insect control. 
These problems are discussed in this publication, copies of 
which may be obtained upon request directed to the Ilinois 
Agricultural Experiment Station, Urbana. 


Fishery-Trap Regulations for Alaska Revised 


New and revised regulations governing the issuance of per- 
mits for the placing and maintenance of fish pounds, weirs, 
and traps in Alaska were released by the Corps of Engi- 
neers, War Department, on November 21. Under the amended 
regulations, permits will be issued for the same site to every 
applicant. The permits will be effective for one year and 
the applications will not be acted on prior to 28 days after 
the publication of the annual regulations of the Fish and 
Wildlife Service. The new regulations were published in 
the Federal Register of Thursday, November 21, 1940, 
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